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Dr. Stalker, who is, I suppose, the most influential Pres-
byterian Minister in Glasgow, spoke at the close in a very
flattering way of my performance, and paid dear Mamma
some very high compliments, saying among other things that
he regarded her as one of the greatest women of the century.

The Officers who came along with me kept us alive by
distributing bills at the different Stations. Everybody seemed
respectful, civil, and interested, and came in shoals to my car-
riage window. * . . Their curiosity was not the most agreeable,
but being stared at is a part of the cross I have to carry,

Half amused and half disdainful, he quotes the following
" silly story," given him by his host, the Mayor of Congle-

ton, a Methodist:

There was a meeting of Nonconformist ministers in Man-
chester recently, including ** Ian Maclaren " and his assistant
at Scfton Park. After the business for which they had been
convened was finished, they agreed that each should tell a
story. When it came to Dr. Watson's assistant's turn he
begged off telling his story, as it was about the Doctor, When
Dr. Watson heard it was about himself he insisted, in the best
of humour, on its being told. " 1 had a dream," began the
assistant minister, u that if 1 wished to go to heaven 1 must
go up a flight of stairs and chalk my sins on each step as 1
went up. The further I went the more chalk was needed.
Continuing my progress upward, chalking each step as 1 went,
I heard some one coming down. On looking up, much to my
surprise, I found it was the Doctor. * Doctor/ said I, 'you
are surely going the wrong way! Why are you going down?'
And the Doctor answered in a most lugubrious voice, * More
chalk!'"

At the end of one of his journals we find the following

entry, significant of his common sense and his aversion

from fads, made on a loose sheet:

Four years ago , . , started off on the line of the Second
Coming and Spiritual Revelation. They made themselves a
uniform with the Inscription Jesus is near. One of the
number had a Revelation that was accepted by the others to
the effect that a certain man was to cohabit with a certain
woman, and that a son was to be born, who should be the
Messiah of a New Age,

Accordingly the two came together, the woman conceived,
and as the result a son was born who was blind and deaf and
dumb. Nothing abashed, however, the leader still continued